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FOREWORD 

by 

A. CuRTIS WILGus 

Once again Pan American Day was fittingly celebrated 
in St. Augustine by the Inter-American Center of Florida 
in the "Grove of Educators of the Americas" on the grounds 
of the Oldest Wooden Schoolhouse in the United States. 

At 3 p.m. on Thursday, April 14," 1949, there assembled 
here a group of notables representing the U. S. Department 
of State, the U. S. Office of Education, the Pan American 

·Union, the National Education Association, the American 
Council on Education, the University of Florida, and several 
centers of learning in the United States and in Latin America. 
The program, broadcast shortwave to Latin America by 
the State Department "Voice of America" as its official Pan 
American Day activity, consisted of three parts: English, 
Spanish and Portuguese. The Master of Ceremonies was 
Sidney Berry of the "Voice of America". The speakers on 
the English portion of the program were State Senator Walter 
B. Fraser, who made the "Grove" a reality; Professor E. I. F. 
Williams of Heidelberg College, Ohio, President-General of 
the Horace Mann League of the United States of America, 
who dedicated the statue of Horace Mann; Dr. Cameron 
D. Ebaugh, Senior Specialist on Latin America in the U. S. 
Office of Education; Dr. ]. Hillis Miller, President of the 
University of Florida, Gainesville; and Dr. Melanie Nesbitt, 
President of the St. Johns County Classroom Teachers' 
Association, speaking for the N a tiona! Education Associa
tion. As in previous broadcasts, the Ketter linus High School 
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band, under the directorship of Mr. Herbert King, supplied 
the music. 

Following the English broadcast was a Spanish program, 
in which Mr. Carlos Videla, Acting Chief of the Spanish 
Unit of the "Voice of America", interviewed Mrs. Emilio 
Carles, Consul of Panama at Jacksonville. The concluding 
program was in the Portuguese language for Brazil, in which 
Mr. Luis Gonzaga, Acting Chief of the Portuguese Unit 
of the "Voi·ce of America", interviewed Mrs. KamaS. Wilgus, 
Associate Editor of the Pan American. 

The following pages contain a transcript of the broadcast 
of the English program. 
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I. U. S. STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ACTS 
AS MASTER OF CEREMONIES. 

This is Sidney Berry, speaking to you from the "Grove 
of the Educators of the Americas", located in the City of 
St. Augustine, in the State of Florida. In just a few moments, 
as a part of the Pan American Day celebration, a statue of 
the New England educational pioneer, Horace Mann, will 
be unveiled. Horace Mann has long been considered one 
of the outstanding educators in the history of the United 
States. The unveiling of this statue makes it a permanent 
part of the tribute to those whose great efforts mark the 
progress of education and the culture of the Americas. 

For those of you who aren't familiar with this project, 
we'll spot a few highlights during the few remaining moments 
before the ceremony begins. The "Grove of the Educators 
of the Americas" was established a few years ago in what 
is known as the "patio" of the Oldest Wooden Schoolhouse 
in the United States, just inside the gates of the ancient 
city of St. Augustine. This "little Hall of Fame" honors 
the great educators of North and South America, and those 
who through their tireless efforts have made it possible for 
education to progress and flourish within the sphere of their 
influence. 

The grove where we are now standing, is a very colorful 
spot. The grounds themselves are about I 50 feet square 
and all around the edges are tropical trees and flowers of a 
dozen varieties~and on this warm summer day it is drenched 
in the flavor of the tropics. At one end of the grounds is 
the Oldest Wooden Schoolhouse in the United States~pre
served in all its original quaintness. Inside the one room 
there are benches set up just as they were when the school 
was actively in operation. And on the benches are se~ted 
wax figures of pupils, dressed in the costumes of the days 
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when the Spaniards held St. Augustine. The figure of the 
schoolmaster sits at his raised dais, and for all the world 
it looks like a class is in session. Qn the walls, and around 
the room one can see the school records, with the names of 
the pupils barely discernible on the yellowing paper--Spanish 
names, Gonzales, Menendez, Perez and others. Upstairs 
the schoolmaster's living quarters look as if they had just 
been set in order waiting for his return. Back of the school
house is the old kitchen, with many of the kitchen utensils 
hanging as they did back in the 16oo's, when it was actually 
in use. And alongside the kitchen is the old well, now 
quite rusty and moss covered. 

Across the grounds from where we are standing is the 
arched-top picket fence near the entrance to the schoolhouse, 
and through its portals we can see the Inter-American Center 
of Florida, which played an important part in the establish
ment of the "Grove of the Educators". The Directors of 
the Inter-American Center felt that the city which was 
founded in 1565 by Pedro Menendez, and which Ponce de 
Leon made famous, was the natural place to establish land
marks perpetuating the history of Spanish influences in the 
New World. And this city had many such landmarks al
ready. 

There are still a few moments before the ceremonies begin, 
and while the large crowd which is here today is getting 
itself settled, let me tell you something about the statues· 
which are already here in the Grove. The monument to 
Domingo Faustino Sarmiento of Argentina has a large 3-
sided marble base about 8 feet long, with child figures on 
each wing and the bust of Sarmiento resting on the center 
portion, with an inscription about the great Argentinian edu
cator under the bronze bust. The busts of Jose Maria Vargas 
of Venezuela and Eloy Alfaro of Ecuador are placed on 
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simple square marble pedestals. The Grove itself on which 
these statues are erected is a kidney-shaped area, . with a 
concrete flooring mixed with coquina-the sea shells so remi
niscent of the Spanish construction in this area. 

The crowd today is quite large--about the largest ever 
to attend a ceremony here at the Grove. High school chil.dren 
are here, and the Ketterlinus High School band, under the 
direction of Mr. King, has been providing the musical back
ground. 

For today's special Pan American Day ceremony, as in 
past ceremonies, many dignitaries are present-representa
tives from the United States Department of State, the United 
States Office of Education, the National Education Asso
ciation, the American Council on Education, the Pan Ameri
can Union, governmental dignitaries from South America, 
and also dignitaries from the State of Florida. As is true 
of past ceremonies, today's event is another milestone on 
the two-way highway of goodwill constantly being extended 
among countries of the Western hemisphere. The imagina
tion of one important personage has had much to do with 
the success of the "Grove of the Educators of the Americas". 
He is Florida's former State Senator Walter B. Fraser, who 
was once a school teacher himself. Mr. Fraser has devoted 
much of his time during the past several years to the estab
lishment of both the Inter-American Center and the Grove 
of the Educators, at the same time spending much time and 
effort toward restoring many historic treasures of the ancient 
city of St. Augustine. (PAUSE) 

Now, I see the ceremonies are about to begin, and Senator 
Fraser will introduce the first of the honored guests. Hen 
now is Senator Walter B. Fraser. 
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II. SENATOR FRASER WELCOMES DISTIN
GUISHED GUESTS, AND INTRODUCES 
DR. WILLIAMS. 

Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. To me it 
is a great pleasure to take part in this ceremony, since it 
furthers my dream of the past ten years to present the City 
of St. Augustine to the world as the center of Latin American 
culture. I am unable to say in mere words what I sincerely 
feel about the beauty and rich history of St. Augustine. 
However, I could speak for hours on the importance of 
what we do about preserving the substance of that history 
-but have no fear-I won't! 

We here, are attempting in our small way, to assist m 
the preservatidn of this portion of American history. Be
cause St. Augustine is the oldest city in the United States, 
and also because we find here the oldest wooden schoolhouse 
in this country, we discovered a real reason and an incentive 
for establishing the "Grove of the Educators of the Americas". 
With the sponsorship of the Florida Inter-American Center, 
our project got under way in 1947, and ·we feel that much 
has been accomplished. In this section of grounds which 
surround the schoolhouse, the Argentine government made 
it possible to erect the magnificent monument to the great 
educator, Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, which stands to 
my left. Last year the Venezuelan government made it 
possible to dedicate a statue of Jose Maria Vargas. Early 
this year, Ecuador's Eloy Alfaro was honored. Now, today, 
with a great deal of pride and happiness, we add the statue 
of our great American educator, Horace Mann. We feel 
confident that as the years pass, the "Grove of the Educators 
of the Americas" and the Florida Inter-American Center will 
expand, to become the focal points of Latin American culture, 
and that as the City of St. Augustine has established its place 

9 



' 

IO 

in American history, so that these two projects will become 
the historic cornerstone of the great institution of Inter
American goodwill. Today is just one step nearer that 
goal which we seek. I'm certain that Mr. Williams and 
the other speakers here can pay greater tribute to Horace 
1V1ann than I, so I will leave that part of the program in 
their capable hands. 

I do, however, deem it an honor to tell you something 
about the man who will unveil the statue. Aside from his 
being the President-General of the Horace Mann League 
of the United States, Mr. E. I. F. Williams is the head of 
the Department of Education at Heidelberg College in the 
State of Ohio. He is the author of a biography entitled 
Horace Mann, Educational Statesman; he is the editor of 
the Educational Forum and of the Kappa Delta Phi Lecture 
Series, and his contribution to education was recognized 
nationally and internationally when he was appointed as 
a delegate from the United States to the Unesco Seminar on 
teacher education at Ashwich College in England last year. 

It is with great pleasure that I present Mr. E. I. F. Wil
liams, president-general of the Horace Mann League of the 
United States. Mr. Williams: 
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III. DR. WILLIAMS PRESENTS HORACE MANN 
STATUE TO GROVE OF EDUCATORS. 

Senator Fraser, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. 
It's a great honor for me and the Horace l\1ann League of 
the United States, which I represent, to share in your im
portant ceremony in this venerable city of St. Augustine, 
whose ties with the Republics of the Western Hemisphere 
are so strong. 

On this Pan American Day, Horace J\1ann's statue is 
officially placed in the "Grove of the Educators of the Ameri
cas", sharing this honor with Venezuela's Vargas, Ecuador's 
Alfaro, and Argentina's Sarmiento. All four of these men 
represent the free and unfettered quest for truth, which is 
the dominating spirit of democratic education-a purpose 
even much more important in today's fast-moving world 
than a century ago. 

Horace Mann is probably best known as the champion 
of the public common school system, a system which was 
interested in government, but devoid of political propaganda; 
a school system which recognized the part which religion 
plays in men's lives, but which was free from sectarian 
domination; a school system supported by all economic 
classes, but controlled by none-it was a free, universal, 
public school-the servant of all, with equality of oppor
tunity for alL 

To put this ideal into practical operation he deserted a 
brilliant career as a lawyer and legislator. To use his own 
words, he believed that "the interests of a client are small 
compared with the interests of the next generation". We 
today are reaping the benefits of Horace Mann's foresight 
of what the interests of the next generation should be. One 
hundred years ago he said that if a thousandth part of the 
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moneys expended in the preparation for war would have 
been devoted to education, wars would have long since 
disappeared. The principles of fundamental education and 
of health education as incorporated in the Unesco program 
are found in Horace Mann's insistence a hundred years ago 
on a universal common schooL A look at the recent Bill 
of Human Rights will reveal many of the theories propounded 
by Horace Mann a century ago. 

The name of Horace Mann has been linked in importance 
with those of Washington and Lincoln. But while they 
were concerned with the highest types of heroism and wisdom 
in the crises of republic building, Mann was occupied with 
the quiet inner building of human resources through edu
cation. He believed unequivocally and thoroughly in the 
democratic process. The ·term "the people" was uppermost 
in his thinking. And for the people he sought enlighten
ment and education-not imposition of ideas through co-
ercwn. 

His whole family were teachers-both parents, his wife, 
two sisters, some cousins and uncles-and his battle cry 
was that teachers were the key to the future. They were 
to him "the fortune tellers of the race", "devoted to the 
supremest welfare of men on earth." To him, education 
was his first love, and "the cause of education, the first of 
all causes." "Teach the people," was his motto. "The whole 
land must be watered with streams of knowledge," he insisted. 
Iron curtains and bigoted indoctrinations were alike, an 
abomination to him. He championed the FREE state, the 
FREE church, the FREE mind. His vision was of a school 
of the WHOLE people, conducted by the WHOLE people, 
and for the WHOLE people, open freely to all, without 
respect to race, or color, creed, sex or economic condition. 

Even though he lived in a period of intense nationalism, 
he was recognized internationally.. He became the symbol 
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of the common school movement. The governments of Ger
many and England reprinted his famous reports, though 
it was perhaps in South America '¥here he was most influ
ential; so influentia1 that Varela was called the Horace Mann 
of Uruguay, and Sarmiento the Horace Mann of Argentina. 

Since his day, the nations of the earth have moved steadily 
in the direction of free, publicly supported, state educational 
systems. For the school is becoming recognized by thinking 
men as one of the Trinity of important institutions in modern 
society, the home, the church and the school-and Horace 
Mann was devoted to all three. 

The keynote of his philosophy and his life is highlighted 
by his oft-quoted sentence: "The common school is the 
greatest discovery ever made by man." And it is because 
he, more than any other man, brought to reality the inter
national effects of that discovery, that I as President-General 
of the Horace Mann League of the United States am h~nored 
and take such great pleasure in dedicating in the "Grove 
of the Educators of the Americas", this permanent tribute 
to the pioneer educator, Horace Mann. 

That was Mr. E. I. F. Williams, President-General of the 
Horace Mann Society. And now the Horace Mann statue, 
which takes its place in the Grove alongside those of Sar
miento, Vargas and Alfaro, is about to be unveiled by Mr. 
Williams. He pulls the cord, and the white veiling drops 
to the ground, and reveals a tall, bronze statue, a little larger 
than life size, on a 3-sided marble pedestal, matching the 
form of the Sarmiento statue nearby. It is a diplicate of 
the bust carved by the Sculptress Emma Stebbins, which 
for many years has graced the Boston Commons. This copy 
was executed by Amadeo Nardini, a prominent sculptor 
from Boston. The inscription reads-"HORACE MANN 
1796-r859· Father of the American System of public schools. 
Presented by the Horace Mann League of the United States." 
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Incidentally, while the band is playing one of Horace 
Mann's favorite hymns, I might tell you an interesting 
story about the original statue. The molds were lost shortly 
after the statue was completed, and when Antioch college, 
where Horace l\1anll delivered the last Baccalaureate address 
before he died, wanted to obtain a diplicate for their campus, 
the molds just couldn't be found. An international search 
was started, and they were finally found, of all places, in 
Hitler's Germany-certainly not where one might expect to 
find any trace of an advocate of free education. They were 
returned, however, and the statue was re-cast and a similar 
statue can now be found on the campus at Antioch college. 
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IV. U. S. OFFICE OF EDUCATION OFFICIAL 
CITES HORACE MANN'S CONTRIBUTION 
TO EDUCATION. 

And now the next speaker on this special Pan American 
Day ceremony is Dr. Cameron D. Ebaugh, of Washington, 
D. C., who is the Departmental Specialist on Latin American 
Education in the United States Office of Education. Dr. 
Cameron Ebaugh: 

We are gathered here today in St: Augustine, the first city 
in the United States, to honor the great American educator, 
Horace Mann. Many other "firsts" are associated with 
Horace Mann. He was born while·George Washington, our 
first president, was still in office. His home town had the 
first public library in the United States, the gift of Benjamin 
Franklin. He received his law degree at the first law school 
in the United States. He gave up the highest post in the 
l'viassachusetts State Legislature to become the first secretary 
of a State Board of Education. He founded the first public 
normal school and helped to found the first public asylum 
for the insane. Most American educators of the past hundred 
years give Horace :Mann first place in the development of 
our present-day system of public education. 

During a period of 22 years, from 1837-1859, at a time 
of financial panic, unemployment and widespread misery, 
Horace Mann, by his untiring energy, his keen ability and 
his unimpeachable character, led and nourished the move
ment now known as the "Public School Revival". He was 
intensely interested in every movement for social welfare. 
Believing that democratic freedom could be enjoyed only 
by an educated citizenry, he set about to change the attitude 
of the American people from apathy and indifference toward 
the common schools to active enthusiasm and support. He 
visited schools, talked to pupils and teachers, worked tire-
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lessly. His 12 Annual Reports of school conditions in Mas
sachusetts, of methods and philosophies abroad, and of edu
cation in general, resulted in striking educational reforms 
that were reflected throughout the United States. · 

Through his efforts, three of the first publi·c normal schools 
were founded in Massachusetts for the training of better 
teachers. The legal school year was extended by one month. 
Some 50 public secondary schools were opened. State ap
propriations for education were doubled, as were also teacl,
ers' salaries. New methods of teaching, emphasizing an 
understanding of child nature, and important new subjects, 
such as health and hygiene, were introduced into the ele
mentary schools. 

Horace Mann's influence was felt and his counsel sought 
in other states and many foreign countries. Through such 
friends and admirers as Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, in 
Argentina and Chile, and Jose Pedro Varela, in Uruguay, 
his influence spread throughout the Latin American re
publics, where he is known almost as well as in his own native 
land. Sarmiento, the "schoolmaster statesman" of South 
America, became acquainted with Horace Mann and his 
work while visiting in the United States in r847. "If I could 
give any advice to South American governments," he once 
said, "it would be that they procure the greatest possible 
number of copies of the writings of Horace Mann and scatter 
them freely in every city and village." 

In dedicating this monument to Horace l'viann here today, 
in the same grove and practically facing the bust of Sar
miento, I feel that we are perpetuating, for all time, the ideals 
and the friendship of these two great educators. 
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V. DR. MILLER CALLS FOR DEVELOPMENT 
OF INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING 
THROUGH EDUCATION. 

That was Dr. Cameron Ebaugh of the United States Office 
of Education. Next, representing the State of Florida, is 
Dr. ]. Hillis Miller, President of the University of Florida. 
Dr. Miller: 

One day in Europe in 1846 Domingo Faustino Sarmiento 
chanced upon the Seventh Annual Report to the Massa
chusetts Board of Education. The author of that report 
was Horace Mann, the fifty-year-old lawyer and legislator 
who had devoted himself enthusiastically to the improve
ment of public education. Sarmiento, an exiled Argentine, 
was on a mission from Chile to learn how to develop a 
Chilean national schCl,ol system. He had thought that in 
France and Germany he might find the best models, but 
once he had read Horace Mann's report, Sarmiento knew 
that his search must take him to the United States. 

When the large, vigorous, and fiery Sarmiento sat down 
in the parlor of the tall, lean, frai-l, quiet, and modest Horace 
Mann two men of very different physiques were together. ' . 
But spiritually they were alike. Their liberal views coincided 
at almost every point. Their practical aims were identical. 
They needed no sparring to get on a footing with each other. 
The younger man looked upon Horace Mann as "the St. 
Paul of education," as the man who took the greatest teach
ings of his time and reduced them to practical formulae. 
Through long days of questioning Horace Mann supplied 
simple, practical answers to every kind of question ·about 
every detail of the operation of a school system. Mann 
also wrote many letters of introduction, so that Sarmiento 
might visit schools throughout the United States. And Mann 
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also prepared a large shipment of books, school supplies, 
and building plans. 

In Horace Mann there was an amazing combination of 
qualities, qualities which Sarmiento himself had in a large 
measure. l\1ann had the vision, the courage, the lofty ideals, 
the enthusiasm, and the practical legislative experience to 
translate the ideas of philosophers into actual schoolrooms 
and into actual functioning programs. For fifty years Ameri
canshad been echoing Washington and Jefferson on the theme 
of the duty of the State to supply education to all children; 
it was Horace 1\fann who helped to take the idea out of the 
realm of conversation and put it into actual practice. As 
a sound businessman, l\1ann insisted that schools must be 
supported by taxation op all the property in the State. As 
a teacher he saw the need for better teaching methods, better 
school supervision, and adequate buildings. As a lawyer 
and a legislator he knew how to work for laws that would 
bring about the desired goal of improved public schools. 
And he knew that better teachers could be created only by 
training them in normal schools and teachers colleges. 
Horace Mann knew that a State is as great as its people, 
and its people grow into greatness only as complete educa
tional facilities are made available to all. 

It was the practical quality of Horace Mann that Sarmiento 
appreciated. Nearby, in Concord, l\1assachusetts, lived 
Ralph W also Emerson, the thinker who also talked about 
education. But Emerson did not have the knack of doing 
things. One day while pottering around in his barnyard 
with his son Edward, Emerson decided to put a calf, a 
large heifer, in its stall. Edward took hold of an ear and 
the philosopher got behind and pushed. The frightened calf 
stiffened its four legs, and neither talk nor pushing budged 
it. And then a servant maid took pity on the red-faced and 
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persp1rmg poet; she stuck a thumb into the calf's mouth, 
and the animal relaxed and followed her into the stable. 
Emerson wrote into his diary that night: "I like people who 
can do things." · 

Sarmiento returned to Chile with the deepest admiration 
for the practical Boston school leader. "To an inexhaustible 
fund of goodness and philanthropy," wrote Sarmiento, "Hor
ace Mann unites in his acts and his writings a rare prudence 
and a profound knowledge." From that time forward Sar
miento no longer looked to Europe for leadership in educa
tional administration. "I am convinced," he wrote, "that 
the North· Americans are the sole enlightened people that 
exist on earth, the highest achievement attained. by modern 
civilization." The democratic governmental organization 
of the United States seemed to him the best that human 
logic could devise. The general well-being and wholesome 
spirit of freedom he ascribed almost entirely to widespread 
literacy and to the functioning of public schools. And he 
thought that Horace Mann was largely responsible for a 
state-wide system of education that would insure the con
tinuing improvement of the United States. 

How thoroughly Sarmiento adopted Horace l\hnn's prin
ciples may be seen in his report on his journey, "Popular 
Education" (1849) --De la educaci6n popular. Here were 
laid down the pLinciples which he would repeat to the end 
of his life. Support for education must come from a tax 
specifically levied for school purposes, but when a locality 
is not able to maintain schools at a satisfactory level, the 
province or state shall lend assistance to maintain the nec
essary minimum. He asked for the education of girls, and 
he requested at once the training of z,ooo women as ele
mentary school teachers. He asked for normal schools and 
also for kindergartens. He insisted upon school buildings 
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based upon American designs and equipped with artificial 
ventilation, blackboards and desks. He advocated the use 
of American penmanship and American script in writing, 
and he pleaded for more attention to the art of reading. 
He considered gymnastics indispensable and thus was in 
accord with the early form of athletic program of United 
States schools. 

Until 1858 Sarmiento remained in Chile. He drafted the 
law which founded the Chilean elementary school system, 
he established normal schools, and he created through his 
writings a strong spirit for improved schools. In 1858 he 
returned to Argentina and at once took an active part in 
the political life of his native land: His first position was 
Minister of Educatiot'l in Buenos Aires and his first act was 
the establishment of a program of public education. Then 
he was elected governor of his native province of San Juan. 
With practical decisiveness he improved public administra
tion and founded schools. · From 1864 to 1868 he was Ar
gentine minister in Washington; the ambassador who had 
carried American educational ideas to Latin America had 
now returned as an ambassador of political good will. 
During these years in Washington, Sarmiento's respect and 
liking for American educational methods and American 
democracy. remained as high as before. He returned to 
Argentina to serve as President of the .Republic from 1868 
to 1874; he gave his country one of its most notable admin
istrations. Again he created new schools supported by public 
taxation. Later, as national senator and as national super
intendent of schools, he devoted himself to the improvement 
of education. 

In some ways Horace Mann and Domingo Faustino Sar
miento were ahead of their times. They saw work to be done, 
and they went to their fellow citizens with their plans. Both 
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were proud to be called schoolmasters, and both lived to 
serve their people in practical ways. Sarmiento by his high 
position and by his continuous reference to the writings and 
achievements of Horace Mann gave the American's name 
a familiarity .in South America equal to that in North 
America. 

Other educators in Latin America became devoted fol
lowers of Mann through their reading of Sarmiento's works, 
and during the formative years of the public school systems 
of the Latin American nations the names of Sarmiento and 
Horace Mann have been joined. 

It is this kind of friendship between the United States and 
the Latin American nations which we at the University of 
Florida have fostered since 1930. Through our Institute 
of Inter-American Affairs, we have brought to our campus 
numerous students from the West Indies, and from Central 
and South America. Today 53 are welcome guests in our 
midst. Their presence has stimulated a growing interest 
in our southern neighbors and has led to the introduction 
of studies in Latin American civilization, literature, and 
history, as well as intensive emphasis upon the Spanish 
language itself. We believe that friendship and understand
ing grow when the peoples of other American lands can visit 
with us and we with them. 

There may be less need for a Sarmiento today, but there 
is still need for an interchange of information and skills in 
every field of knowledge. The weather doesn't stop at the 
national boundary line, and the fruit diseases do not stay 
within barbed wire fences. But even more, there is a need 
for us to know each other, to sit down together as students 
and friends, and to learn to speak each other's language. 

We here in Florida have a special obligation to carry 
forward the type of inspiring friendship which existed between 
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. Horace Mann and Sarmiento. Our land first was settled 
by brothers of the settlers of the other American republics, 
and some of our most valuable citizens today have the 
heritage of this blood in their veins. Our nearest neighbors 
in the Caribbean have many interests in common with ours. 
We should like their young people to meet with ours under 
auspices which can lead to friendships· like that of Horace 
Mann and Sarmiento. 
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VI. DR. NESBITT REPRESENTS NATIONAL EDU
CATION ASSOCIATION AT CEREMONIES .. 

That was ·Dr.]. Hillis Miller, President of the University 
of Florida, who represents the State of Florida in today's 
ceremonies. Continuing the ceremonies, here is Dr. Melanie 
Nesbitt, President of St. Johns Teachers Association, rep
resenting the National Education Association. Dr. Melanie 
Nesbitt: 

It is :fi.tting that we should be dedicating a statue of 
Horace Mann here today, beside the other noted educators 
of this hemisphere, for he, too, was a pioneer in his field, 
and he spent his life crusading in behalf of better educational 
opportunities for all persons. 

The principles for which he fought have been elaborated 
on by the previous speakers-but what is exceedingly im
portant is the duty of the govermrient to put those principles 
into effect. He fought to have the state put the means of 
common opportunity of education within reach of all. In 
one of his addresses he said, "The germ of everything good 
is in everyone, and this only needs the sun of culture to 
grow, blossom, and bear fruit." 

As secretary of the newly organized State Board of Edu
cation in Massachusetts from 1837-1848, he was able to 
inaugurate some of his ideas. He secured increased support 
for the common schools, state support for public high schools, 
and established the first training ·school for teachers, called a 
Normal School then. He strengthened the idea of state 
organization and supervision of schools against the decen
tralized district system. He helped to Ia unch the system 
designed to provide equality of opportunity for everyone 
to go as far upward as his talents and abilities would take 
him. This opportunity was to be available at public expense 
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under state supervision, beginnirrg at the lowest levels and 
extending through the University. This "ladder system" 
means a high school course, the .continuation of elementary 
school, and college following the high school. 

Thi·s system is so familiar to us that it is difficult for 
us to realize we have not always had it, but Horace Mann, 
along with others, had to wage a bitter fight roo years ago 
to bring us this democratic school system. Everything worth 
while must be fought for, and we should pay homage to these 
educators of the Americas, recalling what they have done 
for us. We must realize, too, that this fight has been handed 
down to. us, and we must strive unceasingly for better schools. 
Well-educated, straight-thinking, creative citizens are im
perative in a democracy if that country is to continue a 
democracy; understanding and cooperative citizens of the 
Americas are imperative if we are to continue our demo
cratic way of life. 

In 193 7 the National Education Association sponsored 
a Horace Mann Centennial in recognition of the fundamental 
contributions made by him to establish and develop a system 
of free schools. His ideals are emphasized in the platforms 
of all Teachers' Associations. These ideals have been carried 
beyond our boundaries and have borne fruit in other coun
tries as well. 

The message that we hear so often quoted :from Horace 
Mann's last baccalaureate address at Antioch College re
mains a challenge today, as it was to the graduating class 
of 1859: "Be ashamed to die until you have won some 
victory for humanity." 
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VII. KETTERLINUS HIGH SCHOOL BAND CON
CLUDES PROGRAM WITH "YOUTH OF 
AMERICA." 

That was Dr. Melanie Nesbitt, President of St. Johns 
Teachers Association, representing the National Education 
Association. 

Now, to conclude today's Pan American Day ceremonies, 
the Ketterlinus High School band will play "Youth of 
America". 

With the playing of "Youth of America" by the 55-piece 
Ketterlinu& High School band, under the direction of Herbert 
King, we bring to a close our report of the special Pan 
American Day ceremonies in the "Grove of the Educators 
of the Americas", at the dedication of the statue of Horace 
Mann, the New England pioneer, long ,considered one of 
the outstanding educators in the history of the United States. 
This is Sidney Berry, in St. Augustine, Florida, returning 
you now to our New York Studios. 
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Ketterlinus High School Band, with H. M. King; Bandmaster, shown in inset. 


