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he memorial dedicated today was made possible by funding from 

the Massachusetts General Court and the Austin B. Fletcher 

Memorial Fund approved by the Town Council of Franklin, 

Massachusetts. Both bodies unanimously approved the project of honoring the 

memory of so illustrious a son of Franklin, and took the necessary steps to 

make it happen. The square which houses the statue and memorial was 

generously donated and constructed by Roger Calarese, the developer of 

Horace Mann Square. 
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Program 

Welcome Deborah L. Pellegri, Co-Chairman 
 

Introduction of Committee Members: Charles F. Oteri, Co Chairman 
Robert Dellorco 
Thomas Mercer 

Lisa Piana 
Representative Jeffrey Roy 

 
Introduction of Town Councilors: Matt Kelly, Chairman 

Robert Vallee, Vice Chairman 
Judith Pfeffer, Clerk 

Andrew Bissanti 
Robert Dellorco 

Glenn Jones 
Thomas Mercer 

Peter Padula 
Deborah L. Pellegri 

 
Background on Horace Mann: Jordan Oteri, grade 7 

Megan Levesque, grade 7 
 

FSPA Song:  Horace, Now There was a Mann 
 

Introduction of Robert Shure: Sculptor/presentation of statue 
 

Remarks by Honored Guests: Senator Karen Spilka 
 Senator Richard Ross 
 Representative Jeffrey Roy 
 Dr. F. Javier Cevallos, Framingham State 

University 
 Kevin O’Malley, Franklin School Committee 

 
Introduction of Jamie Barrett The City Known as the Town Of Franklin 

 
Closing  

 

  



[vi] 
 

Special Acknowledgements 

Calarese Development 
Austin B. Fletcher Memorial Fund 

Massachusetts General Court 
Franklin Town Council 
Rockland Savings Bank 
Franklin Public Schools 

Tri County Regional Vocational Technical High School 
Ryan Jette, Recreation Director 
Department of Public Works 
Franklin Police Department, 
Franklin School Department 

Franklin School for the Performing Arts  
Fuller Box Company 

Jamie Barrett 
Franklin School String quartet 

Diane Plouffe 
Charles F. Oteri 
Rep. Jeffrey Roy 

 
Student Musicians 
Angela Yuan - violin 

Christopher Chieng - violin 
Abigail Gipson - viola 

Nicolas Gnaman - cello 
 



[1] 
 

 
 

Horace Mann 
The Great American Educator 

 
by Rep. Jeffrey N. Roy and Mary Olsson 

 
 

igh on the list of great Americans, beside the names of Franklin, Washington, 
Jefferson, and Lincoln, stands the name Horace Mann, father of public 
education. Mann taught that just as plants can be improved by cultivation, 

people can be improved through education. As Joyce Elmer Morgan, author of Horace 
Mann: His Ideas and Ideals, observed, “his faith in the people, in the free common 
school, and in the blessings of self-government was so great that he gave up his life 
to the cause of education.”  

In 1837, Mann left the practice of law and withdrew from the presidency of the 
Massachusetts State Senate to become the first Secretary of the Massachusetts Board 
of Education. He traveled among the people urging them to make their schools 
better—to improve school buildings, to provide better books and equipment, to 
enrich the course of study, and above all to provide better teachers. Year after year, 
Horace Mann carried on his mission, and today, his name is held in grateful 
remembrance everywhere the common school opens doors of opportunity.  

As the first great American advocate of public education, Mann believed that in 
a democratic society, education should be free and universal, nonsectarian, 
democratic in method, and reliant on well-trained, professional teachers. Mann’s 
commitment to the common school sprang from his belief that political stability and 
social harmony depended on education: a basic level of literacy and the inculcation 
of common public ideals. He declared, “Without undervaluing any other human 
agency, it may be safely affirmed that the Common School...may become the most 
effective and benignant of all forces of civilization.” Mann believed that public 
schooling was central to good citizenship, democratic participation, and societal well-
being. The democratic and republican principles that propelled Mann’s vision of the 
common school have colored our assumptions about public schooling ever since. 
Mann knew that a state is as great as its people and that its people grow into greatness 
only as complete educational facilities are made available to all. 

Those very principles concerning the importance of education are enshrined in 
the Massachusetts Constitution, a document written principally by John Adams in 
1780. Chapter 5, § 2 of the Massachusetts Constitution decrees the following: 
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Wisdom and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffused generally among 
the body of the people, being necessary for the preservation of their 
rights and liberties; and as these depend on spreading the 
opportunities and advantages of education in the various parts of the 
country, and among the different orders of the people, it shall be the 
duty of legislatures and magistrates, in all future periods of this 
commonwealth, to cherish the interests of literature and the sciences, 
and all seminaries of them; especially the university at Cambridge, 
public schools and grammar schools in the towns; to encourage 
private societies and public institutions, rewards and immunities, for 
the promotion of agriculture, arts, sciences, commerce, trades, 
manufactures, and a natural history of the country; to countenance 
and inculcate the principles of humanity and general benevolence, 
public and private charity, industry and frugality, honesty and 
punctuality in their dealings; sincerity, good humor, and all social 
affections, and generous sentiments, among the people. 
 

Mann had the vision, courage, and practical legislative experience to translate 
these principles into actual schoolrooms and functioning programs. For 50 years, 
Americans had echoed Washington and Jefferson on the theme of the duty of the 
State to supply education to all children. However, it was Mann who helped to move 
the idea from conversation and put it into actual practice. As a sound businessman, 
Mann insisted that schools must be supported by taxation of all the property in the 
state. As a teacher, he saw the need for better teaching methods, better school 
supervision, and adequate buildings. As a lawyer and a legislator, he knew how to 
work for laws that would improve public schools. He also knew that better teachers 
could be created only by training in normal schools and teacher colleges.  

Mann saw clearly that the American vision could not be realized without 
universal education emphasizing the highest moral, civic, and cultural values. He 
understood that there could be no real equality or democracy unless people had the 
opportunity to develop their talents and their tastes. Mann went on to note that the 
object of the school system of Massachusetts, was “to give to every child in the 
Commonwealth a free, straight, solid pathway, by which he could walk directly up 
from the ignorance of an infant to a knowledge of the primary duties of a man; and 
could acquire a power and an invincible will to discharge them.” He fought to have 
the state put the means of common opportunity of education within reach of all. In 
one of his addresses, he said, “The germ of everything good is in everyone, and this 
only needs the sun of culture to grow, blossom, and bear fruit.” 

He secured increased support for the common schools, state support for public 
high schools, and established the first training school for teachers, called a Normal 
School then. He strengthened the idea of state organization and supervision of 
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schools against the decentralized district system. He helped to launch the system 
designed to provide equality of opportunity for everyone to go as far upward as his 
talents and abilities would take him.  

From 1837 to 1859, a time of financial panic, unemployment, and widespread 
misery, Horace Mann led the movement now known as the “Public School Revival.” 
He was intensely interested in every movement for social welfare. Believing that 
democratic freedom could be enjoyed only by an educated citizenry, Mann set about 
to change the attitude of the American people toward the common schools from 
apathy and indifference to active enthusiasm and support. 

Horace Mann was the champion of the public common school system, a system 
that was interested in government but devoid of political propaganda; a school system 
supported by all economic classes, but controlled by none—it is a free, universal, 
public school—the servant of all and with equality of opportunity for everyone. To 
put this ideal into practical 
operation, Mann deserted a 
brilliant career as a lawyer and 
legislator. To use his own words, 
he believed that “the interests of 
a client are small compared with 
the interests of the next 
generation.”  

Today, we are reaping the 
benefits of Horace Mann’s 
foresight of what the interests of 
the next generation should be. 
“Teach the people” was his motto. “The whole land must be watered with streams 
of knowledge,” he insisted. His vision was of a school of the whole people, conducted 
by the whole people, and for the whole people, open freely to all, without respect to 
race, color, creed, sex, or economic condition. 

Virtue may be its own reward, but there are times when virtuosity deserves some 
concrete and tangible form of recognition. Human instinct leads people of all ages to 
build monuments memorializing those individuals who manifest qualities held in the 
highest esteem by the generation. That is why we gather to recognize Horace Mann 
by dedicating this statue and monument in his honor. From the time of the laurel 
wreath awarded by the ancient Greeks, we recognized that in every field of endeavor, 
some people are outstanding in that particular area, and some people are outstanding 
simply as people. Horace Mann is honored as one of those outstanding individuals, 
and for that reason this cherished park, monument, and statue are dedicated in his 
name. His greatness grew out of his love for his fellow man, his belief in their innate 
goodness and capacity for improvement, and his burning zeal to elevate and to 
improve them. The unveiling of the statue in his birthplace is a tribute to his work 

I believe in the existence of a great, immortal, immutable 

principle of natural law or natural ethics—a principle of 

divine origin—which proves the absolute right to an 

education of every human being that comes into this world; 

and which, of course, proves the carload of duty of every 

government to see that the means of that education are 

provided for all.  

- Horace Mann 
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and to those whose great efforts mark the progress of education in the United States 
and the advancement of these ideals. 

 
e must realize, too, that this statue stands as a monument to a fight that has 
been handed down to us— that we must strive unceasingly for better 
schools. Well-educated, clear-thinking, creative citizens are essential to 

democracy and our democratic way of life. Looking at education in 2017, Mann 
would indeed be proud. Today, Massachusetts reading and science scores place the 
state in league with the top-scoring nations in the world. If Massachusetts were a 
nation, it would share the top spot in reading with eight other nations worldwide. In 
science, the state’s students came in second, trailing only behind Singapore. In math, 
only 11 nations were ahead of the Commonwealth. These results are evidence of what 
many of us already know: Massachusetts schools offer a world-class education, and 
we owe it to Horace Mann for putting us on the right track so many years ago. 
 

Mann’s Early Life (1796–1823) 

orace Mann was 
born in Franklin on 
May 4, 1796, less 

than 20 years after the 
Declaration of 
Independence was signed 
and while George 
Washington was still 
President. He lived on a 
farm about one mile from 
the center of town on the 
road that leads to 
Wrentham. He was the third 
of five children of Thomas 
and Rebecca (Stanley) Mann. Horace had two older brothers, Thomas and Stephen, 
and two sisters, Rebecca and Lydia. Thomas Mann, Sr. died of tuberculosis in 1809 
at the age of 52, leaving the elder Rebecca a widow with five children. Just a year later, 
Stephen drowned in a swimming accident at Uncas Pond at the age of 17. The death 
of his father and his brother in close proximity left young Horace to assist his mother 
in carrying on the work of the family farm. Horace had always worked hard on the 
farm, leaving little time for a proper education. With his father and an older brother 
gone, the added responsibilities left him even less time.  

Horace was chiefly self-taught. Up to the age of 15, his only formal education 
was during the three months that school was open, allowing no more than eight or 
ten weeks for schooling in any given year. To make up for that, Horace, with a thirst 
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for knowledge, used every spare hour for study by making use of the books made 
available to the town by Benjamin Franklin. A 116-volume collection was donated as 
a gift to the town by the great statesman Franklin on the occasion of the town being 
named in his honor. Franklin was originally asked to donate a bell for the town’s 
church steeple, but noting that sense was preferable to sound, he responded with an 
offer of books, now famous as the collection that formed the first public library in 
America. The intersection of that library and Mann’s life cannot be understated, and 
the story of the changes to education that occurred in the years that followed is 
quintessential to the story of America. 

By the time Horace turned 18, a teacher named Barrett saw promise in him, 
urged him to enter college, and helped him prepare. After six months of intensive 
study, his 1816 entrance exams to Brown University placed him as a sophomore in 
his first year. Horace was 20 years old when he was admitted to Brown, and there he 
took an interest in politics, education, and social reform. Three years later, he 
graduated as valedictorian of the class of 1819 and gave an oration titled “The 
Gradual Advancement of the Human Species in Dignity and Happiness.” 
Foreshadowing his great career, the speech detailed how education, philanthropy, and 
republicanism could combine to benefit mankind. 

 

Professional Years (1823–1837) 

fter Brown, Mann studied law at the office of J. J. Fiske in Wrentham. He 
then entered law school with Judge James Gould in Litchfield, Connecticut, 
completing that course in 1823. He finished his law studies in the office of 

the Honorable James Richards of Dedham and was admitted to the Massachusetts 
bar in the fall of 1823. He opened his own office and practiced for several years 
before winning a seat in the Massachusetts House of Representatives. He served in 
the House from 1827 to 1833, where his efforts were foremost in improving the 
education system. From 1835 to 1837, he served in the Massachusetts Senate, 
spending time as the majority leader and eventually as Senate President. While in the 
legislature, Mann served as chairman of the committee of the revision of the state 
laws, where a number of salutary provisions were incorporated into the code at his 
suggestions. He worked alongside Judge Theron Metcalf, another Franklin resident, 
editing the work and preparing marginal notes and references to the judicial decisions.  

Having established himself successfully, Mann was able to marry and in 1830 
wed Charlotte Messer, the daughter of Brown University President Asa Messer. 
There were no children from this marriage, and tragically Charlotte Messer Mann 
died of tuberculosis before their second wedding anniversary. The profound sadness 
and grief he experienced from having his wife die at home in his arms stayed with 
him for many years. 

The great humanitarian reforms of the time had Mann’s chief support in the 
legislature. During his legislative service, Mann was especially active in measures 
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having to do with social welfare. He was a lifelong friend of Dr. Samuel G. Howe, 
educator of the blind, and of Dorothea Dix, a pioneer in humane treatment of the 
insane.  

Among all the social issues of the time, however, none appealed to Mann more 
strongly than public education. During his decade in the legislature, there was a 
growing agitation for better schools. When the time came for a great personality to 
lead the cause of free public education, Mann was prepared. He had the character, 
the training, the public confidence, and the devotion, and he responded to the call. 
He saw the possibility of eliminating through education some of the handicaps of 
character that he had seen in clients he had represented for crimes and other matters 
involving broken lives. Working with James G. Carter, chairman of the House 
Committee on Education, and Josiah Quincy Jr., chairman of the Senate Committee 
on Education, Mann secured enactment of the bill creating the first real state Board 
of Education in America. That law was signed by Governor Edward Everett on April 
20, 1837. The duties of the board were to collect school information, study 
educational methods, disseminate facts and ideas, give advice, and serve as a sort of 
state clearinghouse on educational matters. 

 

Secretary of Education (1837–1848) 

ann was appointed as the first Massachusetts Secretary of Education at the 
Board of Education’s meeting on June 29, 1837. In his private journal, 
Mann wrote, “The path of usefulness is open before me. . . . God grant me 

an annihilation of selfishness, a mind of wisdom, a heart of benevolence!” Upon 
taking on this new role, Mann withdrew from all other professional, business, and 
political engagements. Awed by the immensity of the challenge of his new post, Mann 
swore to himself on the day he accepted: “Henceforth, as long as I hold this office, I 
dedicate myself to the supremest welfare of mankind on earth.” Over the next 12 
years, he transformed the state’s hodgepodge group of charity schools for the poor 
into a great system of free public schools organized on solid educational principles. 
His central thesis was essentially that no republic could endure unless its citizens were 
literate and educated.  

His life required great endurance, traveling from one end of the state to another 
to hold and address conventions of teachers. Mann traveled to every school district 
in the state so he could examine each school ground. He often taught during the day 
and lectured in the evening, while also attending to a voluminous correspondence 
and acting as advisor on legal questions regarding school matters and education. 
Mann also worked for more and better equipped school houses, extending school 
attendance to age 16, higher pay for teachers, and a broader curriculum.  

Mann’s approach to education was comprehensive. He believed that all aspects 
of the human being should benefit from education: physical, emotional, rational, and 
moral. He encouraged broadening the curriculum to include science, especially 
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human physiology; music and art; and daily physical education. He was able to secure 
school libraries with books better suited to children’s interests. “Had I the power,” 
he declared, “I would scatter libraries over the whole land as the sower sows the 
wheatfield.” Mann recommended a novel approach to instruction in reading by 
looking at whole words instead of sounding them out one letter at a time. Also, he 
advocated for the end of corporal punishments as part of school discipline. He 
believed corporal punishment had been overused by amateur male teachers and 
encouraged instead piquing the students’ interests on behalf of their learning.  

Mann was influential in the development of teacher training schools and the 
earliest attempts to professionalize teaching. He opened the first teacher training 
school, known as the “normal school” system, in Lexington, which soon moved to 
Framingham State University, which Mann founded in 1839. He opened two more 
normal schools in the state shortly thereafter. Mann saw the need to raise the quality 
of rural schools, and he believed that teaching was the key to that improvement. He 
also recognized that the corps of 
teachers for the new common 
schools was most likely to be 
women, and he argued forcefully 
(if, by contemporary standards, 
sometimes insultingly) for the 
recruitment of women. What 
Mann did to dignify and magnify 
the teacher’s calling exemplifies how he was one of its noblest benefactors. These 
developments were all part of his driving determination to create a system of 
effective, secular, and universal education in the United States.  

As noted by Hugh Nixon of the Massachusetts Teachers Association in an article 
written in May 1960, “Mann, ever since early youth, had a passionate desire to serve 
humanity in some great way. He was a reformer and humanitarian by nature. Here 
was a great opportunity to do something fine and good in a field which called for a 
courageous pioneer who would blaze trails. He accepted the challenge of the 
appointment with the fervor and determination of a crusader, to begin a service which 
makes him one of the greatest Americans of all time.” 

In 1838, Mann started a biweekly journal for teachers known as the Common 
School Journal, and he lectured on education to all who would listen. He also began a 
series of annual reports to the Board of Education, which were considered “among 
the best expositions, if, indeed, they are not the very best ones, of the practical 
benefits of a common school education both to the individual and to the state.” His 
12 annual reports of school conditions in Massachusetts, of methods and 
philosophies abroad, and of education in general resulted in striking educational 
reforms that were reflected throughout the United States. Mann not only drafted the 
board’s reports but also conducted most of the investigation and research that they 

If ever there was a cause, if ever there can be a cause 

worthy to be upheld by all toil or sacrifice that the human 

heart can endure, it is the cause of education.  

- Horace Mann 
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embodied, and he then defended them before the court of public opinion. Each in 
this series of annual reports became published as part of Horace Mann’s life’s work. 

In March 1843, Mann’s close friend Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe persuaded him 
to sail to Europe to study common schools. Once he had decided to make the trip 
with Howe and Howe’s new bride, Mann decided not to make the trip alone. He 
asked a woman he had long known, greatly admired, and most certainly loved, Miss 
Mary Tyler Peabody of Salem. Along with her two sisters Elizabeth and Sophia, Mary 
led a group of forward thinkers and reformists known as transcendentalists. Among 
the group that met at the weekly Wednesday evening open houses at the Peabody 
home were contemporaries Horace Mann, Nathanial Hawthorne, Henry David 
Thoreau, and Margaret Fuller.  

For many years, Horace Mann was admired by more than one of the Peabody 
sisters, but there was only one that held his attention and eventually his heart. He 
asked Mary to marry him and asked if she could possibly be ready to marry in just 
five weeks, by the first day of May—the day the Britannia would sail from Boston. It 
was all very sudden, she said, but she thought she could manage. The wedding took 
place the morning of May 1, 1843, and the couple left on their honeymoon that 
afternoon. Mary would later become his biographer. 

Mann’s trip to Europe was at his own expense to investigate educational 
methods and facilities abroad, studying these with a view to discover improvements 
that might be employed at home. As part of his tour, Mann studied the methods and 
organization of European schools, particularly those in Prussia. Mann’s seventh 
annual report for the Board of Education, published after his return from the 
European trip, summarized the results of his study there. His report was printed not 
only in Massachusetts but also in other states, by private individuals as well as by 
legislatures, and many issues of this report were published in England. The 
governments of Germany and England reprinted his famous reports, though it was 
perhaps in South America where Mann was most influential. 

This led Mann to become the most prominent national spokesman for that 
position. He worked with a remarkable intensity, holding teachers’ conventions, 
delivering numerous lectures and addresses, producing extensive correspondence, 
and introducing reforms. In the United States of the 1830s, the notion of arguing for 
a common school that was commonly supported; commonly attended by all people 
regardless of race, class or sex; and commonly controlled was a radical idea. Since 
Mann’s day, the nations of the earth have moved steadily in the direction of free, 
publicly supported, state educational systems. 

Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, the “schoolmaster statesman” of South America, 
became acquainted with Horace Mann and his work while visiting the United States 
in 1847. “If I could give any advice to South American governments,” Sarmiento 
once said, “it would be that they procure the greatest possible number of copies of 
the writings of Horace Mann and scatter them freely in every city and village.” 
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Sarmiento looked upon Horace Mann as “the St. Paul of education,” the man who 
took the greatest teachings of his time and reduced them to practical formulae. How 
thoroughly Sarmiento adopted Mann’s principles may be seen in his 1849 report on 
his journey, “Popular Education.” 

During his tenure as Secretary of the Board of Education, aside from the 
establishment of the three state normal schools, Mann saw greatly improved school 
buildings, better teachers and teaching, less harsh disciplinary methods, more 
adequate school libraries, school consolidation, improved attendance, higher salaries 
for teachers, longer school terms, larger school appropriations, new courses of study, 
better local administration, closer state supervision and guidance, many new high 
schools, and above all, a permanently aroused public sentiment in favor of 
educational progress. In his final report, he noted that from the time he accepted the 
position in June 1837 until May 1848 when he tendered his resignation, he “labored 
in this cause on the average of 15 hours a day, and months have passed without my 
withdrawing a single evening from working hours to call upon a friend. My whole 
time has been devoted, if not wisely, yet continuously and cheerfully, to the great trust 
confided to my hands.” 
 

Final Years (1848–1859) 

n the spring of 1848, Horace Mann was elected to the United States Congress as 
a Whig to fill the vacancy caused by the sudden death of John Quincy Adams. 
He served there from 1848 to 1853. His first speech to Congress advocated for 

the right and duty of the government to exclude slavery from the territories, saying 
“I think the country is to experience serious times. Interference with slavery will 
excite civil commotion in the South. But it is best to interfere. Now is the time to see 
whether the Union is a rope of sand or a band of steel.” He added, “I consider no 
evil as great as slavery.”  

In 1850, while dark clouds were gathering on the nation’s political horizon, the 
question of slavery was a daily subject of discussion, and it divided the nation. At the 
time, Mann was engaged in great controversy with Daniel Webster, valiantly battling 
for the rights of the downtrodden and the oppressed. A statue of Webster shares the 
front lawn of the State House in Boston with a statue of Mann, leaving the two of 
them as the only occupants of that space. 

In September 1852, Mann was nominated to run for Governor of Massachusetts, 
and the same day he was chosen president of the newly established Antioch College 
in Yellow Springs, Ohio. Antioch is a private, coeducational liberal arts college 
founded in 1850 by the Christian Connection. Mann’s life was to take a new turn, the 
last chapter in his life. Failing in the election for Governor, he accepted the Presidency 
of the College, a post he would occupy until his death. The College was to be a 
pioneer in the field of non-sectarian, coeducational, character-building education.  

I 
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At Antioch, Mann devoted the remainder of his life to laboring for the 
advancement of education and philanthropy. There he taught economics, philosophy, 
and theology. He was popular with students and with lay audiences across the 
Midwest, who attended his lectures promoting public schools. Mann also employed 
the first woman faculty member to be paid on an equal basis with her male colleagues: 
Rebecca Pennell, his niece.  

To the graduating class of 1859, Mann said, “I pant, I yearn, for another warfare 
in behalf of right, in hostility to wrong, where, without furlough, and without going 
into winter quarters, I would enlist for another 50 years campaign and fight it out for 

the glory of God and the welfare 
of man. . . . While, to a certain 
extent, you are to live for 
yourselves in this life, to a greater 
extent you are to live for others. . 
. . Nothing today prevents this 
earth from being a paradise but 
error and sin. These errors, these 

sins, you must assail.” The message that we hear so often quoted from that last 
baccalaureate address at Antioch College remains a challenge today, as it was to the 
graduating class of 1859: “And I beseech you to treasure up in your hearts these my 
parting words: Be ashamed to die until you have won some victory for humanity.” 

Shortly after giving that address, in the late afternoon of August 2, 1859, Mann 
passed away, to want to continue his campaign, but a glorious winner of victories for 
humanity. His body was first buried at Antioch College in Yellow Springs, Ohio. But 
it was later removed at the instruction of his wife Mary, and moved to the North 
Burial Ground at Providence, Rhode Island where it remains today. The move 
fulfilled Mary’s promise to Mann on his death bed that he would be reunited with his 
beloved first wife Charlotte. Upon her death, Mary was buried beside Horace as well. 
Thus, Horace Mann lies for all eternity between the two women he loved. 
  

And I beseech you to treasure up in your hearts these my 

parting words: Be ashamed to die until you have won some 

victory for humanity.  

- Horace Mann 
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Horace Mann – Timeline 

1796 Born in Franklin, Massachusetts on May 4, 1796 

1809 Father, Thomas Mann, dies (tuberculosis) 

1810 Brother, Stephen Mann, drowns (age 17) 

1816 Entered Brown University as a sophomore 

1819 Graduated from Brown University as valedictorian 

1821 Entered law school in Litchfield, Connecticut 

1823  Opened law office in Dedham, Massachusetts 

1827  Elected to Massachusetts House of Representatives 

1830 Married Charlotte Messer 

1832 Wife, Charlotte Messer Mann dies (tuberculosis) 

1836 Elected President of the Massachusetts Senate 

1837  Appointed Secretary of Massachusetts Board of Education 

1839  Established first normal school 

1843 Married Mary Peabody 

1843 Visited schools of Europe 

1848 Elected to Congress 

1852 Ran unsuccessfully for governor of Massachusetts 

1852  Elected President of Antioch College 

1859 Died at Antioch College, Yellow Springs, Ohio, on August 2, 

1859. Buried in Providence, RI at the North Burial Grounds 
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Six Principles 

In establishing his main ideas and ideals, Mann put forth 

six main principles: 

o The public should no longer remain ignorant; 

o Education should be paid for, controlled, and 

sustained by an interested public;       

o This education will be best provided in schools that 

embrace children from a variety of backgrounds; 

o This education must be non-sectarian; 

o This education must be taught by the spirit, 

methods, and discipline of a free society; and 

o That education should be provided by well-trained 

professional teachers. 
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Selected 

Monuments  
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Horace Mann 
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United States 
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Statue at Franklin, Massachusetts 

The memorial, dedicated on May 7, 2017, 

was made possible by funding from the 

Massachusetts General Court and the 

Austin B. Fletcher Memorial Fund 

approved by the Town Council of Franklin, 

Massachusetts. Both bodies unanimously 

approved the project of honoring the 

memory of so illustrious a son of Franklin, 

and took the necessary steps to make it 

happen. The square which houses the 

statue and memorial was generously 

donated and constructed by Roger 

Calarese, the developer of Horace Mann 

Square.  

Robert Shure of Skylight Studios, Inc., was 

the sculptor. Skylight Studios is an historic 

sculpture design studio, specializing in the creation of commissioned public and 

private sculptures, monuments, memorials, portraits, reliefs, and architectural 

sculpture and ornament. 

The words that appear on the pedestal below the statue in Franklin are as follows: 
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Horace Mann Birthplace Memorial 

In 1929, the town of Franklin erected a memorial to Horace Mann at the site of his 

birthplace, originally known as “The Mann Plains” on East Central Street. The 

property was later owned by the Woolford family and at one time had a horse track. 

It is the site of the Horace Mann Plaza where Shaw’s is located. 

The ceremony was attended by 

United States Senator David 

Walsh; Frank W right, Deputy 

Commissioner of education in 

Massachusetts; Matthew J. 

VanLeeuwen, chairman of the 

exercises; and Edward S. Cook, 

first Selectman for the town of 

Franklin. Mann’s great 

granddaughters, Katherine and 

Barbara Mann, as well as Mrs. 

Harold Keller, Franklin Grange, 

decorated the monument at the 

dedication ceremony on May 4, 

1929. 
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Horace Mann High School 

In 1891, the Town of Franklin honored its famous son 

by establishing the Horace Mann High School. 

Bordered by Emmons and West Central Street (150 

Emmons Street), this was the first building built 

specifically to hold high school level classes in 

Franklin. It is on this site where the Horace Mann 

statue sits today. The high school remained in 

operation until a new high school was built and 

opened a block away in 1924.  
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Horace Mann Middle School 

 

The Horace Mann Middle School, located on Oak Street, was built in 1962 as the 
Franklin High School and later used as the Junior High School. After extensive 
renovations and an addition in 1999, the complex now houses not only the middle 
school but also the Oak Street Elementary School and the Francis O’Regan Early 
Childhood Development Center. 
 

 
 
There are many other schools throughout the United States named after Horace 

Mann.  
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Statue at Massachusetts State House 
 

A statue of Horace Mann stands 
directly in front of the State House 
in Boston beside the steps leading 
up to the center entrance. The 
bronze statue, about nine feet in 
height, was executed by Emma 
Stebbins at Rome and cast in 
Munich. It cost approximately 
$5,000 and was erected on a 
pedestal of brownstone. The 
funds raised for the statue were 
subscribed principally by people in 
the humbler walks of life; a large 
portion of the donations came in 
sums from $0.25 to $1.00, 
contributed by children and 
teachers of the public schools of 
the Commonwealth. The 
Massachusetts Teachers 
Association places a wreath on the 

statue each year on May 4. 
 
The statue was inaugurated on July 4, 1865, six years following Mann’s death. Soon 
after the news of his death reached Massachusetts, a call was issued for a public 
meeting to determine an appropriate response. The attendees expressed that some 
suitable and permanent memorial of Mann should be procured and placed in public 
view. At the ceremony, Governor Andrew noted that, “We inaugurate this statue of 
enduring bronze, to preserve in memory, and to hand down to the generations, the 
form and features of the sage, whose life helped to make those simple citizens heroic 
soldiers, and to render possible the triumph of liberty and manhood, of which the 
demonstrations signalizing this anniversary are a joyful and continental celebration.” 
 
Superintendent of the Boston schools John D. Philbrick added: “It is eminently fit 
this sculptured image should be set up where it will meet the eye of every legislator 
as he enters our halls of council. Indeed, it is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated 
here to the unfinished work which he did so much to promote. It is rather for us to 
be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us, that from this honored name 
we take increased devotion to that cause for which he gave the last measure of 
devotion.” Philbrick also observed that the occasion was the first time in the history 
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of America that the genius of sculpture was “invoked to aid in rendering honor to 
one who gave himself to the education, not of the sect, or of the favored class, but 
of the whole mass of the people, the rich and poor, bond and free, without distinction 
of race, color, or nationality.” He stated that the monument becomes “a landmark to 
indicate a new step in the progress of society.” 
 
In closing the ceremony, 
Reverend Thomas Hill, 
president of Harvard 
College, came forward 
and stated that if 
Massachusetts listened, 
she could not fail to hear 
from the motionless lips 
of the statue, in their 
silent eloquence, the 
words: “Honor not me, 
but honor the principles 
for which you gave me 
the opportunity to labor; 
remember that it is the 
right and the duty of the 
state to give each one of 
her children, of every 
class, and of either sex, 
that amount and that kind 
of education which shall 
best enable him to serve 
mankind.” 
 
On May 14, 1963, a new 
pedestal was installed 
under the statute and re-
dedicated in a ceremony 
led by Governor 
Endicott Peabody. The 
old sandstone pedestal, which was in a bad state of disintegration, was removed and 
replaced by Vermont Granite.  
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Statue at Antioch College, Ohio 

 

Antioch College organized its dedication of the Horace Mann statue on its campus 
as part of a conference on education held in 1937. As 1837 was the year that Horace 
Mann was appointed Secretary to the Board of Education of the State of 
Massachusetts, Antioch saw the 100th anniversary of that appointment as the 
centennial of public education in America. Distinguished educators from far and wide 
participated, including the presidents of the University of Kansas and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, not to mention America’s preeminent 
educational philosopher, John Dewey. A direct descendant of Mann who would soon 
attend the College herself, Barbara Mann (class of 1944), laid a wreath at the statue 
as part of the dedication. A book about Mann’s time at Antioch written by the editor 
of the Journal of the NEA Joy Elmer Morgan was also produced at the conference.  

The statue is a duplicate of the bust carved by the sculptor Emma Stebbins, which 
since 1865 has graced the Massachusetts State House lawn. There is an interesting 
story about the original statue surrounding the construction of the monument at 
Antioch. The molds were lost shortly after the statue was completed in Boston, and 
when Antioch wanted to obtain a duplicate for its campus, the molds could not be 
found. An international search began, and the molds were finally found in Hitler’s 
Germany. They were returned, and the statue was re-cast and can now be found on 
the campus at Antioch College. 



[21] 
 

The words that appear on the plinth below the statue at Antioch: 

HORACE MANN 
 

1796-1859 
 

FIRST PRESIDENT AND FOUNDER 
OF ANTIOCH COLLEGE 

 
THIS MEMORIAL IS ERECTED TO 

PERPETUATE THE MEMORY OF AN ABLE 
LAWYER, A GREAT STATESMAN AND A 

PIONEER IN EDUCATION. MAY HIS LIFE 
AND EXAMPLE EVER INSPIRE AND EXALT 

THE STUDENTS OF ANTIOCH COLLEGE 
 

 
Mann is commemorated by 
another monument at Antioch 
in addition to the statue: an 
obelisk on campus that bears 
the college’s motto and marks 
Mann’s original grave. 
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Statue in St. Augustine, FL 

 

Dedicated on April 14, 1949 at St. 
Augustine, Florida on Pan American 
Day, the statue of Horace Mann was 
located the “Grove of Educators of the 
Americas” on the grounds of the oldest 
wooden schoolhouse in the United 
States. The Grove of Educators was an 
ambitious post-WWII attempt at pan-
American unity that, according to its 
plaque, would “include a statue of a 
famous educator selected by each of 
the countries of the Western 

Hemisphere.” It never really caught on; only five Latin American countries 
participated, and the last statue arrived in 1954. This “little Hall of Fame” honors the 
great educators of North and South America and those who made it possible for 
education to progress and flourish 
within the sphere of their influence.  

The inscription under the statue reads: 
“HORACE MANN 1796-1859 Father 
of the American System of public 
schools. Presented by the Horace Mann 
League of the United States.” The statue 
of Horace Mann is no longer part of the 
Grove, and it is unclear when it was 
removed. And we have been unable to 
verify its present location. 
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Franklin’s Horace Mann Day (April 19, 1928) 
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Horace Mann Broadside by Norman T. A. Munder (1936) 
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Stamp 

This historic one-cent stamp was originally 

issued on March 14, 1942 commemorating 

Horace Mann. William A. Roach based his 

stamp design on a Library of Congress 

photograph of a daguerreotype of Mann, 

taken by Southworth and Hawkes of Boston 

in 1853. The educator’s portrait is surrounded 

by a circular frame. The lower portion of the 

frame features acanthus leaves on either side 

of the symbolic “lamp of knowledge.” 

The Horace Mann commemorative stamp, printed on the Rotary press, 

was first placed on sale in Boston, Massachusetts, where Mann lived for 

many years. 
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Hall of Fame (bust and medal) 

The Hall of Fame for Great Americans at Bronx 

Community College is a New York landmark 

institution founded in 1900 to honor prominent 

Americans who have had a significant impact on this 

nation’s history. The Hall of Fame was originated by 

Dr. Henry Mitchell MacCracken, Chancellor of New 

York University from 1891 to 1910, and was 

designed as part of the construction of an 

undergraduate college of that university. It is a 

unique and patriotic reminder that this country’s 

phenomenal growth is due to the vitality, ingenuity, 

and intellect of these individuals. 

83. Horace Mann (1796-1859. Elected 1900.) 

Education Reformer. Sculptor: Adolph A. Weinman, 

1930. 

In addition to the bust, the Hall of Fame produced a medal that shows a portrait of 

the educational innovator who believed “the common school is the greatest discovery 

ever made by man.” The reverse contains an illustration of the maxim “As the twig 

is bent, so grows the tree,” and the Latin inscription DOCENDO DISCIMUS, which 

means “We learn by teaching.”  
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Baseball Cards 
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Horace – Now There Was A Mann song 
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