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The stars align
for learning center
at Linwood Mill
By Rod Lee
Suddenly, significantly, amid the
most oppressive heat of early
summer and after years of fits and
starts, arrives the refreshing news
that the “Blackstone Valley Education Hub” at the Linwood Mill on
the Mumford River will indeed finally burst onto the scene.
“We even have a logo!” Jeannie
Hebert, the irrepressible president
and CEO of the Blackstone Valley
Chamber of Commerce, said the
afternoon of July 2 in confirming
that a learning center dedicated
to preparing students for work in
various aspects of manufacturing
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is earmarked for “a soft opening at
the beginning of September;” and
that “there is interest from the governor’s office” as that milestone
moment is celebrated.
Gathered with Ms. Hebert for a
meeting at which a firming up of
specifics for the Blackstone Valley Education Hub was discussed
were State Rep. Jeffrey N. Roy,
Mark Lyons and Stasia E. Peters.
Mr. Roy represents Massachusetts’
10th Norfolk District (Franklin and
Medway); Mr. Lyons is a technical
advisor with AET Labs in Essex
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Mendon author’s latest book
focuses on Cuban missile crisis
By Kevin Rudden
“October 25, 1962: Captain Jerry
McIlmoyle sat in the cramped
cockpit of his U-2 spy plane on the
runway at McCoy Air Force Base in
Orlando, Florida.”
With that opening line, Mendon
author Michael Tougias and co-author Casey Sherman begin to focus
on three men who played a key
role in a situation that brought the
United States and the Soviet Union
– then deep in the Cold War – to
the brink of war.
While many recall the gist of what
happened in those 13 days back 56
years ago, Tougias and Sherman
do it in a new way. Their “Above
and Beyond” brings history alive,
focusing on three men: President
John F. Kennedy and U-2 spy plane
pilots Rudy Anderson and Chuck
Maultsby. Anderson’s job was to
photograph the Soviet R-2 missile
sites in Cuba, while Maultsby flew
over Russia to gather radioactive air
samples from a recent nuclear test.
“The book covers two incidents
in the Cuban Missile Crisis that few
Americans are aware happened,”
Tougias explains about Anderson

FOOD AND FUN
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Jeannie Hebert, right, president and CEO of the Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce, is joined by, from the left, Stasia Peters, Mark Lyons
and Rep. Jeff Roy in a room being readied for the new Blackstone Valley
Education Hub at the Linwood Mill.

Local savings. See page 37.

Deck stacked against
Historic District
Commission’s work?
Mendon author Michael Tougias

being shot down and Maultsby’s incursion over Russia. “And the third
hook is the cover-up of the incident
when two SAMs [surface-to-air missile] were fired at U-2 pilot Jerry
McIlmoyle.”
Tougias is the best-selling author
or co-author of 28 books, including
“The Finest Hours,” “Fatal Forecast,” “Overboard,” “King Philip’s
War,” and “There’s a Porcupine in
my Outhouse: The Vermont Misadventures of a Mountain Man Wannabe.” “The Finest Hours” was
made into a movie by Walt Disney
Pictures, starring Casey Affleck. It
Continued on page 4

By Rod Lee
Recent defeat of an article that would have
expanded Uxbridge’s historic district leaves
members of the commission that proposed
the bylaw change pondering what their “next
steps” should be even as they lick the wounds
inflicted by the stinging setback.
Complicating the plight of Faye McCloskey,
who chairs the Uxbridge Historic District Commission (UHDC), and those associates of hers
who support a redefinition of the boundaries
as they pertain to maintaining the architectural integrity of the town, is an apparent breakdown in communication between the Commission and the Uxbridge Board of Selectmen.
As evidence of this, Jane Keegan, a UHDC
member, points to the BOS’s decision not to
reappoint Melissa Haskell to the Commission. Ms. Haskell had served as the UHDC’s
secretary. Instead, in choosing to replace Ms.

The old and the new: continued redevelopment of the former
Blanchard School on Hartford Avenue into housing reinforces the Uxbridge Historic District Commission’s advocacy for
intelligent preservation, while a Cumberland Farms store that
may or may not violate that concept takes shape at North
Main and Hazel streets.

Continued on page 2

WE’RE MOVING and Expanding!

NEW ADDRESS: 18 Granite Street, Whitinsville, MA 01588 • 508-234-9987
PRESENT ADDRESS: 1700 Providence Rd., Rt. 12, Northbridge, MA

OPENING EARLY/MID AUGUST
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OPENING LATE JULY
Open Dates and
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Dates TBA
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After

Before

After
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Whitinsville, MA

Updates can be found on our facebook (facebook.com/pawstepsvet) and our website (pawstepsvet.com)
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Senior
Citizen
Discount

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you
owe nothing!

PLEASE CALL
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who possesses expertise in
“career and technical labs,
engineering education labs
and digital fabrication labs;”
Ms. Peters is the career and
technical education director in the Dighton-Rehoboth
Regional School District in
Attleboro.
Realization of the objective of establishing what has
transitioned into a trade-centric educational entity in the
Blackstone Valley dates at
least to the legislative days
of former State Sen. Richard T. “Dick” Moore, who
secured $350,000 as seed
money for a satellite campus
of Quinsigamond Community College in the region. Mr.
Moore was first elected in
1996 and served nine terms,
representing the WorcesterNorfolk district. Another
Moore—Sen. Michael O.
Moore of the 2nd Worcester
District (no relation)—is now
the lead person on nursing
the Hub into being. Rep.
David K. Muradian Jr. of the
9th Worcester District, Sen.
Ryan Fattman (who succeeded Dick Moore in the
18th Worcester District seat)
and Rep. Roy are Sen. Mike
Moore’s cohorts on Beacon
Hill in this initiative.
As chair of the Legislature’s manufacturing caucus, Rep. Roy is entitled to
the enthusiasm he voices for
Licensed & Insured

creation of the Blackstone
Valley Education Hub.
“When I heard about this
I couldn’t wait to get out
and see for myself,” he said.
“There are tens of thousands
of jobs in the offing. We have
an Advanced Manufacturing
Collaborative in the state,
which will be renewed. The
goal is to make Massachusetts the No. 1 state in the
country for manufacturing.”
On a recent bicycle ride
through the area, Rep. Roy
said, “I saw a number of
sandwich boards in front
of businesses,” advertising
employment opportunities.
As a further incentive for his
involvement in development
of the Hub, he said “my
grandfather lived at [nearby] Maple Ct. and worked at
Whitin Machine Works.”
In expressing similar sentiments, Ms. Hebert said “every year about 650 students
can’t get into Blackstone
Valley Tech, and 3500 can’t
get into vocational schools
across the state. That’s every year. These kids need
a leg up.” Her father “went
to Boys Trade in Worcester
and was certified as a machinist,” Ms. Hebert said.
Northbridge and Uxbridge students will be the
immediate beneficiaries of
the Hub’s classrooms and
adjoining lab, which are
situated in close proximity
to the Chamber’s space at
the Linwood Mill and made
possible by acquisition of
Free Estimates
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Already home to such occupants as apartment dwellers, a
barber shop, a liquor store, a restaurant, an insurance agency and a physical therapy studio, the Linwood Mill will take
on a new tenant this fall with the addition of a learning center for students interested in careers in manufacturing.

a $450,000 grant for equipment. Mr. Lyons’ skills in
setting up the classrooms
and labs are key to preparing the space, now being
built out (with assistance
from Valley tech students),
for occupancy. “High-tech
white boards and CADready computers” will be
central to the operation.
But, Mr. Lyons said, “you
don’t have to be logged in
here.” Students will be able
to work “remotely.”
Ms. Hebert pointed out
that the Hub’s potential is
enhanced by the prospect of
adult learners having access
to the classrooms and lab “at
night and on weekends.” An
advisory board comprised
of manufacturers and highereducation personnel is guiding the project as it moves

toward completion.
In short order, Rep. Roy,
Ms. Hebert, Mr. Lyons and
Ms. Peters said, the Hub
will be turning out graduates poised to work as CAD
technicians, machine operators, CNC programmers and
lab technicians at such local
employers as Lampin Corp.,
Lenze and Precision Engineering.
There is no reason to
doubt that the Blackstone
Valley Education Hub will at
long last emerge as a reality,
Mr. Lyons said, in offering
assurance that the doors will
open as scheduled.
“Active classes will begin
in September!” he said.
------------------------------------------Contact Rod Lee at
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or
774-232-2999.

Haskell with newcomer
Rachel Palin, selectmen apparently passed over two
UHDC alternates—Michael
Cove and Mary Patricia
Wickstrom—either one of
whom would have seemed
like a logical selection to
“move up” as Ms. Keegan
puts it.
There is some confusion
about whether Ms. Haskell
wanted to continue with
the UHDC; about whether
the UHDC was informed
of a vacancy that needed
to be filled; about whether
Mr. Cove or Ms. Wickstrom
were given consideration to
become a full-fledged member of the Commission; and
about whether state procedural guidelines were followed in selectmen’s handling of the situation.
Ms. Haskell did not immediately respond to a
telephone call and email.
Nor did Ms. McCloskey. But
Uxbridge Selectmen Chairman Justin Piccirillo told
the BV Xpress on July 5th
that while he “didn’t want
to speak for” Ms. Haskell,
his understanding was that
she was looking to go in a
different direction. Mr. Piccirillo added that “administrative staff sets agendas”
as they pertain to vacancies
on boards and committees
and that “administrative
staff tried to reach out” to
the UHDC and got no response. “It’s important to
fill these positions,” Mr. Piccirillo noted; adding, as he
did so, that “administrative
staff” was also responsible
for providing the names of
candidates to be considered
for seats on the UHDC.
The UHDC’s next meeting
is scheduled for August 8; a
formal vote may be taken

at that time on recommendations on a path forward
made to Ms. McCloskey by
Ms. Keegan that Commission members tentatively
agreed to accept when
they convened on June
13th (Member Marian
Baker registered a “no”).
The thrust of Ms. Keegan’s
thinking is that the UHDC
must recommit to speaking “with a united voice” in
explaining what the bylaw
change does and does not
do; “and most especially
to clarify how two general
bylaws—mill overlay and
HD—legally complement,
not compete or conflict
with, each other.
“With exhaustive research
complete
and
accepted by the Massachusetts
Historical
Commission,” the bylawchange effort “should not
be wasted,” Ms. Keegan
wrote. “Five practical projects” for future consideration, then, should include
“review governing MGL
and local bylaw language;
search for a third alternate
(member); continue researching grant opportunities; foster collaborative relationships with boards in
the planning/development
process; and reassess interest in HD expansion.”
The challenge facing
the UHDC in the months
ahead involves overcoming what the majority of
its members feel was an
unjust outcome the night
of Town Meeting—and
taking positive, engaged
action to ensure future
success for the Commission; against a backdrop
of mixed signals.
A tall order, given the
current climate of distrust.
------------------------------------------------Contact Rod Lee at
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or
774-232-2999.
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