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Roy: Health care price tool a ‘game changer’
State rep from Franklin
lauds new site
By Katie Lannan
State House News Service

BOSTON - A new state
website designed for patients
to compare health care provider prices launched earlier
this year, but the head of the
agency behind the tool said
he thinks one of the site's
features that goes beyond
cost comparisons and quality metrics could ultimately
make the most difference for
patients.
Ray Campbell, executive
director of the Center for
Health Information Analysis,
said at an oversight hearing
that he sees consumer education as a "major emphasis"
of MassCompareCare.gov.

State Rep. Jeff Roy, D-Franklin.
[DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO]

Campbell said if someone is about to have an MRI,
they may be interested in
knowing what their doctor
would get paid for it, but
they would also benefit from
knowing where MRIs are

performed and what they
should ask their doctor and
insurer beforehand.
"Just as Google got quite
wealthy by realizing that
when somebody's searching
for the word 'toaster,' that's
a very good time to put a
toaster ad nearby, if you've
got somebody that's searching for the price of an MRI,
that's probably a really good
time to present information
to them about here's questions to ask your doctor if
you're getting ready to have
an MRI," Campbell told
the Health Care Financing
Committee.
Launched in May, the
website uses claims data to
show the full amount medical
providers were paid by both
the insurer and the patient
for nearly 300 procedures

including X-rays, MRIs,
office visits and blood tests.
Campbell said CHIA is
thinking about ways to
improve the site in future
iterations.
The agency released all
the data behind its procedure pricing tool last month,
putting out information
Campbell said could be used
to analyze policy and provide
a "picture of price variation
in Massachusetts."
The issue of price variation -- a dynamic in which
medical providers are paid
different amounts for performing the same procedure
-- has long vexed policymakers in Massachusetts. A
special commission released
recommendations to address
price variation in 2017, and
some of those ideas were
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in Hopedale came over
the public safety scanner
around the same time, but
police did not confirm how
or where that happened.
Also in Hopedale, public
safety agencies investigated
a report of a lightning strike
near Sacred Heart Church
around that time, but did
not confirm with the Daily
News whether the report
was true.
McCarraher and Bucchino
said the relatively short time
over which lightning struck
Tuesday was unusual, but
not unheard of.
“From time to time, we
get severe lines of thunderstorms coming through,”
McCarraher said. “I can
remember, and this was
going back years ago, we had
five working building fires
(because of a storm).”
Though rain wrapped up
by mid-afternoon Tuesday,
flooding was also a problem in the area. That meant
closed roads where the water
ran too deep, and at least one
police radio report of a car
stuck in water, behind Medway’s Tumble Beans.
“According to the weather
station, the emergency management office, we got 3.71
inches of rain in a very short
period of time,” Bucchino
said.
Franklin saw manhole
covers forced loose, thanks
to the volume of water.
“When the storm drains
get overwhelmed, unfortunately they pop (out of the
road),” Franklin Police Sgt.

“There’s so much to be
seen on the other side of
that impasse.” Bob Amrich
said. “This would be a real
breakthrough to get this
project done.”
The idea, he said, is to
build a 20- to 30-foot long
tunnel under the road,
encouraging people to
stay on the trail for longer
instead of turning around as
they often do.
“Most people that use this
trail get to Prospect Street
and turn around because
it’s too much of a climb, it’s
rocky, it’s dangerous,” he
said. “You can’t ride your
bike up so it doesn’t lend
itself to recreational use.”
Roy said that the state has
already put aside $1 million
for the tunnel project. The
permitting and design process should be completed
by next spring.
“This is really the beginning of the operation,” Roy
said. “Our goal is to continue this trail across the
street, all the way down to

Wesley Tassinari, 10, looks at a brook that overﬂowed Brook
Street Tuesday afternoon. He was with his grandfather, Mark
Healy, who lives on Brook Street, which was closed to through
trafﬁc for part of the day. [DAILY NEWS STAFF PHOTO/ART ILLMAN]

Brian Johnson said. “Just the
force of the water will pop
those up.”
The town’s department
of public works was able to
respond quickly to block off
and replace the covers once
the water flow slowed, he
said. In some cases, officers could reset the covers
themselves.
Brook Street in Franklin
was briefly closed as water
rose up to the sidewalk curb,
something 30-year Brook
Street resident Mark Healy
said he’d never seen before.
“It was completely running right across the road,”
he said. “I’ve been there 30
years, and I don’t ever recall
them putting up barrels to
divert traffic around it.”
McCarraher said it’s likely
that recent rain – not just
Tuesday’s downpour – may
have contributed to flooding.
“Certainly the ferocity of the rain had a play

here,” McCarraher said.
But, “Things are pretty
saturated.”
It was a little calmer in Milford, dispatcher Lisa Trusas
said. Police radios went
down for about an hour, but
there was no other significant
weather-related impact from
the storm.
Towns dried up almost
as quickly as they flooded.
The rain tapered off by
mid-afternoon, the sun
peeked out, and most roads
reopened.
A flash flood watch
remained in effect for the
area until 2 a.m. Wednesday,
according to the National
Weather Service. A flood
warning was set to expire at
6:15 p.m.

liquor, unlicensed operation of a motor vehicle,
and a marked lanes violation. Police responded to
a car crashed into a parked
car, and both vehicles were
towed.

24, of 80 South Bow St.,
Monday at 5:09 p.m.
Caguana was charged
with disorderly conduct, a
town by-law violation, and
four warrants were referenced in his arrest in the
police log. Police responded
to North Bow Street at Jefferson Street for a report of
an intoxicated male, with
an open container, causing
a disturbance.

Alison Bosma can be
reached at 508-634-7582
or abosma@wickedlocal.
com. Find her on Twitter at @AlisonBosma.
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Crash with parked vehicle
leads to arrest
MILFORD - Police
arrested a Milford man early
Monday morning on drunk
driving charges.
Luis Rolando Pichisaca,
25, of 44 South Main St.,
Apt. 1, was arrested Monday
at 1:15 a.m. at 51 Congress
St., and charged with driving under the influence of

Milford man arrested on
warrants
MILFORD - Police
arrested Jose Caguana,
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humanitarian aid requirements that will exist across
the area for the next several weeks that we need to
deal with," he said at a press
conference in Lawrence on
Tuesday morning.
Baker said a team of people
is "working rapidly" to
launch a Greater Lawrence
Disaster Relief Fund through
the Essex County Community Foundation by the end
of the week.
"We plan to support
needed services, particularly those that relate to daily
sustenance and shelter," the
governor said. "The goal is
to bridge this gap between
the short- and long-term
recoveries so people and
businesses have the ability
to get back to something that
feels like normal daily life as
quickly as possible."
Columbia Gas, the utility
that provides the Greater
Lawrence area with natural gas and is responsible
for the gas lines that were
the apparent cause of last

worked into health care legislation that collapsed when
lawmakers could not reach
a deal by the July 31 end of
formal sessions.
Rep. Jeffrey Roy, the
committee's vice chair, told
Campbell it seemed like the
new site and its data could
be a "game changer" in the
health insurance industry,
and said the information is
significant given the role
patients play in paying for
care.
Roy, a Franklin Democrat, cited statistics from an
annual health care analysis
CHIA released last week
showing that member costsharing grew 5.7 percent
--faster than inflation and
wage growth -- in 2017, and
that 28.2 percent of residents
with private commercial

insurance were enrolled
in high-deductible health
plans.
"Depending on your point
of view, this ongoing move
towards consumerism may
mean that more patients
have a greater say in how
they spend their health
care dollars, or that more
costs are being shifted onto
patients as a means of cutting spending or something
in between," Roy said.
"Regardless of where one
falls, what is apparent to
all is that the trend shows
no sign of reversal, which
means that if patients are
being asked to act like consumers, they need access to
transparent information on
price, quality and availability
of services so they can make
informed choices."

Ofﬁcials who playing a major part in the trail’s renovations
gather to celebrate on Monday afternoon. [DAILY NEWS PHOTO/
SCOTT CALZOLAIO]

Union Street.”
The SNETT trail is built
on the site of the former
New England and New York
Railroad. Across the street
from the Grove Street
entrance, the railroad line
continues through Franklin
and ends near the downtown area.
Over the next few years,
Roy said, they’ll be working
to clear the path and extend
the trail in that direction as
well. This, said Bob Amrich,
could also help attract more
attention to downtown

shops and restaurants.
“Keeping people healthy,
and active by giving them
recreational opportunities
that are safe is so important
to all aspects of life,” Roy
said. “Healthy kids learn
better, healthy adults don’t
need access to as much
healthcare. You fit it all into
the big picture.”

week's explosions and fires,
announced Tuesday morning
that it is making an immediate $10 million donation to
the fund.
"$10 million is a lot of
money," Lawrence Mayor
Dan Rivera said. "We're clear
that this is a way for Columbia Gas to show that they are
living up to their corporate
responsibility, but we know
that this is going to be just
one way they live up to their
corporate responsibility."
Last year's state budget
surplus could also provide
funding to help Merrimack
Valley residents and businesses struggling to recover
from an ongoing natural
gas emergency, according
to House Speaker Robert
DeLeo, who said he's confident that lawmakers would
unite around an aid package,
if necessary.
Before Columbia Gas
announced its donation
Tuesday morning, DeLeo
said lawmakers also stand
ready to help "to bring back
a normalization of life" in
Andover, North Andover
and Lawrence communities
where overpressurized gas
lines led to a series of fires
and explosions last Thursday

afternoon.
The Legislature has not yet
acted on the spending bill
Baker filed in July to close
out unsettled accounts and
spend fiscal 2018 surplus
funds, despite warnings
from the state comptroller
that it should have been done
by Aug. 31.
DeLeo said Monday leaders of the Ways and Means
committees "have agreed
that they're going to get right
on that." Sen. Joan Lovely,
who serves as Senate vice
chair for Ways and Means,
told reporters Monday that
movement on the closeout supplemental budget
appeared "imminent."
During an appearance on
WBZ radio Monday night,
DeLeo was asked if surplus
funds could be steered to
those affected by the gas
emergency.
"I think that would be a
discussion, sure," DeLeo
said. "I think that that's
a place where I think that
we could be helpful, if it
becomes necessary."
DeLeo, who met with
Baker on Monday afternoon, said the governor had
already had "fiscal discussions" with Columbia Gas "in
terms of what he may expect
of them to get the ball rolling so to speak to make these
folks whole, and then we will
go from there."
Columbia Gas CEO Steve
Bryant said the company's
$10 million donation was
"a step in the long process"
of recovering from the gas
explosions and fires. Other
businesses, including Wynn
Resorts, have announced
donations to local relief
efforts.
DeLeo expressed confidence that a relief
appropriation could pass
during informal sessions,
when any lawmaker can
block a bill or move to amend
it.
"I do not look at this as
any type of controversy,"
he said. "I'm fairly confident
that we'll be able to get that
done, if necessary."

Scott Calzolaio can be
reached at scalzolaio@
wickedlocal.com or 508734-0389. Follow him
on Twitter @ScottCaz

